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Hispanic Heritage History Month: Robert J. Castro 
Released by the Office of Regional Media Outreach 
Bureau of Public Affairs 
October 2, 2006  

 Bob Castro serves as Chief of Staff  
(rank-equivalent of a Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary) to the Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations (OBO),  
which has an annual budget of over $1.4 billion and over 1,200 authorized positions worldwide.  
In this role, Bob coordinates activities of the five principal offices reporting to the OBO Director/Chief Operating Officer,  
the designated Senior Overseas Real Property Manager for the U.S. Government.  
These functions include Planning & Development, Real Estate, Project Execution, Operations & Maintenance,  
and Resource Management.  Bob joined the State Department in February 2004,  
serving as OBO's Special Assistant for Congressional and Business Affairs  
until his promotion to Chief of Staff in December 2005.  

Bob's career in public service spans over 15 years in Washington, D.C.,  
including 10 years on Capitol Hill and two years managing an internationally-renowned  
public opinion and market research firm, in addition to launching his own business  
and consulting with various other ventures. In 2002, he co-founded the Inter-American Business Council.  
National Journal named Bob one of the most influential Congressional staffers under age 30 in 1995.  
He has appeared or been quoted in various media and news articles,  
from The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and The New York Times to CNN, C-SPAN and Univision.  

An Atlanta native, Bob received a Bachelor's degree in History from Georgetown University,  
where he was also president of the professional foreign service fraternity, Delta Phi Epsilon.  
As a sideline, Bob has officiated intercollegiate and interscholastic soccer and basketball for over a decade. 

  

GU Faculty Bro. Phillip A. Karber, Al-'05, 
hosts "Delta Phi Epsilon Day"  

at Great Meadows Polo Field in Northern Virginia  

 
His team won the day's match and Bro. Karber presented the silver placque to Alpha Chapter president Edward Duffy  

Front, l to r: Bros. Chris Kellen, Frank Vargas, Phil Karber, Ed Duffy, Christian Dully, 
Fabien Thayamballi, Brent Morowitz, Clay Keir, Chuck Prahl and Reza Jan;  

Rear, l to r: Bros. Chris Whipps, Spencer French, Mike Kaiser, Ryan Gelinas, and Jason Hwang. 

  

Farewell for Bro. Benjamin A. Montañez, Al-'00, 

Before He Leaves for FSO posting in Saudi Arabia 

 
Bro. Joseph P. Urban, Benjamin A. Montañez, Terrence J. Boyle, Howard R. Schaffer and Matthew C. Axelrod, 

at the Childe Harold Restaurant near Dupont Circle, gather to send off Bro. Montañez (162nd Line),  
who leaves in August 2006 to become the Political / Economic Affairs Officer in the U.S. Consulate in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.   

Bro. Urban recently passed the written part of the FSO examination.  Bro. Axelrod is the Desk Officer for Egypt and North Africa  
in the Department of Defense.  Bro. Schaffer is a former U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh.  

The Childe Harold Restaurant, on 20th Street, NW, is between two former Alkpha Chapter houses.  

. 
Delta Phi Epsilon at The George Washington University 

 
Almost all of the members of Eta Chapter gathered for the 54th initiatory banquet on May 6, 2006  

  

Eta Chapter 
initiates its 

54th Line  

on May 6, 2006 
 

Six Line Brothers and one National Brother 
took the Fraternal Oath 

before holding an initiatory banquet 
at The Guards Restaurant in Georgetown:  

The new Line Brothers are: 
 

Harry Huntington Dobelle of Honolulu, HI, 
Seán Vincent Hallisey of Poughkeepsie, NY, 

John Earle Holsapple of Grosse Point Farms, MI, 
Robert Whiteley Ramsay of Lancaster, PA, 

Patrick George Rizk of Westfield, NJ, 
Oliver Hien Truong Lancaster, PA, 

Michael Nathan Wax of Beachwood, OH, 

The new National Brother is: 

Greg A. Brazinsky of Washington, DC, 
an Assistant Professor of History at The George Washington University 

. 

Delta Phi Epsilon's Oldest Living Brother 

Celebrates His 100th Birthday at Home in New Jersey 

 
Bro. B. Preston Root, Al-'26 (15th Line)  

A 100-year life, lived one day at a time 
Bastion of Morris community overcame  
illness, a tornado, family loss  
-- all with a smile 

BY ROB SEMAN  
MORRISTOWN DAILY RECORD 

MORRIS TWP. -- There are two distinctive features on B. Preston Root's face. 
One is a testament to the age of the man who turned 100 years old on Wednesday.  
The other is a testament to his youth. 

In 1927, at the age of 21, he had gone for a swim in a contaminated lake  
and caught bacterial sinusitis. It was an ailment that today could easily be cured with antibiotics. 

But penicillin would not be developed until 1929,  
and doctors were forced to operate, removing bone in his forehead.  
He calls the scar his "trademark." 

"People recognize me, so it doesn't hurt," Root said with a big smile.  
That's the other feature --and that's what he says is the secret behind his long life. 

"Keep smiling and keep breathing," Root said. 

"I think you have to smile.  
It's the best antidote there is." 

It could be his genes, too. Root's mother, Faye, lived to be 101.  
His sister, Felice, is 97 years old,  
and his brother, Rex, died at age 80.  
His wife died in 2001 at 97. 

Regardless of the secret,  
Root's life and involvement in the Morristown community  
made the sharp-minded centenarian the center of attention of friends, relatives and local officials this week. 

He was given a proclamation on Wednesday by the Morris Township Committee  
hours after the senior citizen's club in Morristown threw him a birthday party. 

On Saturday, Root's life was portrayed in the Church of the Redeemer's annual Men's Dinner Cabaret.  
The show is typically a raunchy, somewhat off-color production,  
but this year the parishioners behind it dedicated the show to Root,  
who has been a faithful member of the church since 1943. 

The script was culled from a five-page biography  
that Root prepared for director John DeAngelis and writer Len Resto. 

Resto first met Root when Resto joined the church in 1999.  
Resto said that, since grade school, he sat in the back of the room,  
and it was in the rear pews that Root also sat. 

Resto said he is astonished that Root is as sharp as he is at 100.  
In February, Resto told Root he would be having knee surgery,  
but he did not expect the 99-year-old to remember that. 

"I saw him a few weeks later and he asked, 'How did your knee surgery go?'" Resto said.  
"I'm just so impressed by that." 

While the cabaret actors portrayed Root's 100-year life a few years at a time,  
Root's own approach to life was far simpler. 

"You have to take one day at a time," Root said. 

"The best way to do it is say, 'this is it, this is my problem today and I've got to solve it,'" Root said.  
"And if I do a good job today, maybe tomorrow will be a good day, too." 

In 100 years, Root has had his share of good days and bad. 

Root grew up in hard times, when money was tight even before the Great Depression.  
Born on a 400-acre farm in Wells, Minn., Root's family was uprooted  
when a tornado leveled the farm, leaving them in bankruptcy. 

His parents divorced when he was 16  
and he, his brother, his sister and his mother moved to Minneapolis.  
His mother began working as a reporter for the Minneapolis Star,  
while Preston began working at a number of jobs,  
from delivering newspapers to selling them on street corners  
to delivering film and working in a grocery store. 

"My mother made it a point that we lived in a nice house," Root said.  
"Even though we were poor, there was a lot of dignity." 

Root eventually made it to college, first at the University of Minnesota,  
then transferring to Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service,  
where he met his wife, Elinor. 

He graduated with a bachelor's degree in foreign service in 1930  
and in vain, as the Great Depression struck and the U.S. government closed many of its embassies. 

Root would find refuge the following year, however,  
taking a job as a sales agent with Metropolitan Life Insurance in Washington, D.C. 

He rose through the company ranks and eventually was relocated to New Jersey.  
He was promoted to sales manager of Morris, Sussex and Warren counties,  
and moved to Morristown in 1943.  
Root ordered the company's longtime home at 211 South St.  
to be built at what now is the site of an Eckerd drugstore. 

To his employees, Root embodied a bygone era of the insurance field  
in which agents would work on a debit system,  
collecting premiums every week from clients and marking their payment in a debit book.  
That system has long since been replaced by annual payments by mail. 

Root believed in personal relationships with his clients,  
something the debit system lent itself to -- at least in his approach. 

As an efficiency expert for the company, Root recommended that his agents take their time doing their job.  
In stark contrast to what most might consider efficient in the modern day,  
it would be better to collect $300 in premiums over five days, even though it could be done in two. 

"That (five days) gave people the chance to talk to people about the need for life insurance," Root said. 

With only two days, "you had no opportunity to prospect, no opportunity to make friends," Root said. 

"The idea was, you do it in two days, what are you going to do in the third, fourth or fifth day?" Root said.  
"Find a new job." 

Don Schuld and Larry Faschin, two of Root's former agents, said their boss was demanding,  
but he always kept an even tone with his employees and never yelled. 

Root also was a very conservative man, they said,  
who believed that only husbands, not wives, should work  
-- a belief that had less to do with gender  
and more to do with ensuring that his male employees would work hard. 

That wasn't to say that Root didn't employ women.  
Root gave Morris Township Committeewoman Kathleen Hyland her first job after high school. 

Hyland said Root was demanding, but never rude. 

"He made you toe the line, but he had a very gentlemanly way about him," Hyland said. 

Root also is described as a progressive and tolerant man,  
particularly by his fellow parishioners at the Church of the Redeemer,  
which has a legacy as the place of worship for gay families and those afflicted with AIDS. 

"He's sort of the conscience of this church," Resto said. 

Resto said Root is credited with breaking the logjam of indecision  
over whether to convert the church's former rectory into housing for AIDS patients in 1994. 

Root said that, at the decisive meeting on the issue, he simply asked,  
"if Jesus were alive today, what would he do?'"  
Resto said that was all that was needed to make the decision  
to turn the rectory into what is now the Eric Johnson House. 

"He's a really, really progressive guy," Resto said. 

"I think you have to treat people like you want to be treated," Root said.  
"You have to accept everybody. I feel everybody is the same as I am." 

Timeline of a life 

The following is a timeline of personal and world events that occurred in the 100-year life of B. Preston Root: 

April 19, 1906 -- B. Preston Root is born at the family farm in Wells, Minn. 
1906 -- San Francisco earthquake 
1907 -- Oklahoma is given statehood 
1910 -- U.S. population -- 91,641,195 
1912 -- New Mexico and Arizona given statehood 
1916 -- Root family farm destroyed by cyclone 
1917 -- Family moves to Minneapolis 
1920 -- Prohibition 
1922 -- Root's parents divorce. Mother becomes reporter at St. Paul Dispatch and Pioneer Press. 
1924 -- Root enters University of Minnesota School of Business Administration 
1926 -- Root transfers to Georgetown School of Foreign Service; joins Delta Phi Epsilon; meets Elinor Johnson, his future wife 
1927 -- Contracts bacterial sinusitis from swimming and is operated on at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota 
1929 -- Root and Johnson attend inaugural ball of president-elect Herbert Hoover; stock market crash; penicillin discovered 
1930 -- Root graduates with bachelor's degree in foreign services; Great Depression hits; Root marries Johnson on Oct. 23 in Philadelphia 
1931 -- Root starts career with Metropolitan Life as sales agent in the company's Potomac district, Washington, D.C.; Empire State Building opened 
1938 -- Moves to Larchmont, N.Y. 
1939 -- Roots adopt daughter Elaine Louise from Canada; World War II begins 
1942 -- Preston Root Jr. is born in Jersey City about 8 weeks early after Elinor is injured in an auto accident 
1943 -- Root is promoted to district sales manager for Morris, Sussex and Warren Counties, moves to Morristown, joins Church of the Redeemer. 
1944 -- Moves to current home in Convent Station 
1944-1968 -- Root participates in a number of community groups, including: Dover Kiwanis Club, YMCA, Dover Chamber of Commerce; organized the Life 
Underwriters Association of North New Jersey, Morristown Kiwanis Club, Morris County Chamber of Commerce board, National Affairs Committee, Deer Lake 
Swim Club in Mountain Lakes, American Lung Association, board member of Planned Parenthood, New Jersey State Association of Life Underwriters, Morris 
County Golf Club; board of Morristown Memorial Hospital until 1966, Community Chest Morris County board member, deputy administrator of Civil Defense for 
Morris and Sussex Counties, foreman of the Grand Jury of Morris County, Morris County American Heart Association, trustee of St. Bernard's School in Gladstone; 
moderator for the New Jersey Child Welfare Conference, trustee of the Morris County Children's Home Foundation, board member for St. John the Baptist School for 
Girls in Mendham, director of Morris County Savings Bank, advisory committee of the Morristown Women's Club 
1945-1991 -- Cold War 
1950-1953 -- Korean War, polio vaccine 
1961 -- Berlin Wall built, first man into space 
1962-1975 -- Vietnam War, assassination of JFK 
1973 -- World Trade Center opens 
1984 -- Preston and Elinor move to Sarasota, Fla. 
1990-1991 -- Operation Desert Storm 
1990 -- Preston has open-heart surgery 
1993 -- Elinor suffers from chronic illness and is sent to hospital, rehabilitation, nursing homes and home nurse care 
1999 -- Return home to Convent Station 
2001 -- Elinor dies, Sept. 17, at age 97 
. 

 

   

Alpha Chapter 
initiates its 

173rd Line  

on April 2, 2006 
 

Fourteen Line Brothers and one National Brother 
took the Fraternal Oath; 

in ceremonies at Alpha House.  

The new Line Brothers are:  

 
Walter Scott Chahanovich of Ellicott City, MD, 

Franck Romeo Chintoya-Ouassa of Richmond, VA, 
John Polanin of Chatham, NJ, 

Ryan Richard Gelinas of Glen Mills, PA, 
Jonathan Yuan-kai Feng of Kowloon, Hong Kong, CHINA, 

Zaid Kurji Jivani of North Vancouver, British Columbia, CANADA, 
Anthony Louis Bonna of Port Sainte Lucie, FL, 

Shawn H Marhamati of Rockville, MD, 
Christopher Hong-yin Pang of San Ramon, CA, 
Fabien Manohar Thayamballi of Frémont, CA, 

Reza Nasim Jan of Karachi, PAKISTAN, 
Patrick Americo Nanson of Thousand Oaks, CA, 

Mikhail Aleksandrovich Zaydman of North Potomac, MD,  
Rod Pooya Solaimani of Acworth, GA, 

The new National Brother is: 

Avraham Ben-Zvi of Haifa, ISRAEL, 
a Visiting Professor of Government at Georgetown University 

 
.  

The Initiation Team: 
Bro. Michael Taormina, Al-'02, was the Line Captain, 

Bro. Sean Duffy, Al-'01, was the Senior Assistant Line Captain, 
Bros. Kyle Zilles, Al-'03; Michael Kaiser, Al-'04; 

Michael Boswell, Al-'03; Stephen DeMatteo, Al-'05; 
Nicholas Miede, Al-'05, and Spencer French, Al-'05, 

were the Junior Assistant Line Captains; 
and Bro. Pierce Nixon, Al-'05, 

was the Line Chaplain. 

 
One Neophyte from the 172nd Line 

who was not able to be initated last fall with the rest of his Line, 
finally took the Fraternal Oath along with the 173rd Line:  

  
Robert Andrew Hurtekant of Dallas, TX  

.. 

 
Bro. Howard Schaffer. Al-'05, former U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh (East Pakistan),  

and his wife Teresita Schaffer, former U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka (Ceylon), 
had supper on March 16, 2006, at Amana Restaurant 

with four undergrad Alpha brothers, four undergrad Alpha sisters, 
and one undergrad Eta sister.  
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